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Parshat D'varim
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?ﬁ In Parshat Devarim Moshe says words of rebuke

s;f” to the nation of Israel.

The Torah tells when Moshe said the words.
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"It was in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first
of the month, Moshe spoke to the Children of Israel like all God
had commanded him about them, after his smiting Sichon the
king of the Emori that live in Cheshbon and Og the king of the
Bashan that live in Ashtarot in Edre'i." (1:3-3)
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The Sages ask: why does the Torah tell that Moshe spoke to the nation
after the victory over the kings Og and Sichon? What is the importance
in this?
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The Sages answer that from here it is possible to learn two things about
the way that a leader needs to go.
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The leader needs first of all to do actions and only after that to speak
words of rebuke. Therefore the Torah notes that Moshe smote the
enemies of Israel before he spoke to the nation of Israel.
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The leader should not speak words of rebuke at a time of danger. He
first of all needs to protect the nation from the enemies from the
outside and only after the danger from the outside passes he can start to
deal with the problems within the nation and the state.

Shabbat Shalom,
Yoel & Orly
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